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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendments and arguments received 07/23/2007 have been entered 
and considered. An examination of pending claims 9, 16, 30, and 22-24 is herein 
presented. 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "13a" has been used to designate both the sidewall of 
frame member 13 (Fig. 4) and the sidewall of frame member 5 (Fig. 5) and reference 
character "12a" has been used to designate both the sidewall of frame member 12 (Fig. 
4) and the sidewall of frame member 4 (Fig. 5). Corrected drawing sheets in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of 
an application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "12a" and "4a" have both been used to designate the 
sidewall of frame member 4 and reference characters "13a" and "5a" have been used to 
designate the sidewall of frame member 5. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance 
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with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of 
the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is 
being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Regarding claim 20, the phrase, "said frame members further 
having at their inner perimeters at least for portions of the circumscribed area integral 
laterally projecting lips..." is confusing and grammatically incorrect. Do the frame 
member further have at their inner perimeters at least four portions of the circumscribed 
area integral with projecting lips? Do the frame members have at their inner perimeters 
at least a portion of the circumscribed area integral with projecting lips? For purposes 
of examination it is assumed that the phrase is intended to read, "said frame members 
further having at their inner perimeters at least a portion of the circumscribed area 
integral with laterally projecting lips...". 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

6. Claims 9, 22 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Phillips et al. (US Patent 4,621,478). 

a. Regarding claim 9, Phillips et al. discloses a window frame unit (Fig. 9) 
comprising a first (74 right side of Fig. 9) and second (20) one piece integrally 
molded area circumscribing frame members (column 3, lines 46-56; column 4, 
lines 20-26), each of said first and second members comprising a laterally 
extending peripheral wall (Fig. 9), an interior facing side wall, and an exterior 
facing side wall (Fig. 9), wherein the first and second frame members are joined 
along at least a portion of their respective interior facing side walls (bottom of 
figure Fig. 9) so that the joined frame members form a first support frame 
circumscribing a first area and defining a first article retaining channel (right 
channel of Fig. 9 between 20 and 74), said first channel opening into said area 
circumscribed by said first support frame and extending there around (Fig. 1 ,9), 



Application/Control Number: 09/735,498 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3635 

said frame unit further comprising a third one piece (74 left side of Fig. 9) 
integrally molded (column 4, lines 20-26) area circumscribing frame member, 
said third frame member comprising at least a laterally extending peripheral wall 
(Fig. 9), a first side wall (right side), a second side wall (left side), wherein the 
third frame member is joined to the second frame member (20) such that the first 
side wall (right side) of the third frame member is facing at least a portion of the 
exterior facing wall of the second frame member (20) to form a second support 
frame circumscribing a second area therewithin and defining a second retaining 
channel (left channel of Fig. 9 between 20 and 74) between said second (20) and 
third (74) frame members, said second retaining channel opening into the area 
circumscribed by the second support frame and extending therearound, wherein 
either of the support frame and capable of receiving a slidable window sash, 
b. Regarding claim 22, Phillips et al. discloses first (74) and second (20) one 
piece integrally molded area circumscribing frame members (column 3, lines 46- 
56; column 4, lines 20-26) that fit against one another to form a first support 
frame (Fig. 1,9) circumscribing an area therewithin and defining an article 
retaining channel (right side of Fig. 9) between said first and second frame 
members, said channel opening into said area circumscribed by said first support 
frame and extending therearound, said first and second frame members capable 
of forming opposite sides of a sliding window unit frame, at least one of frame 
sides (left side of 20, right side of 74) having laterally projecting peripheral walls 
(walls by 120, 122 of Fig. 9) extending around their outer perimeter which spaces 
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said opposite frame sides from one another when the same are assembled, both 
said one piece frame members having at their inner perimeters an integral lip (left 
sides of 40) having a width less than one half the spacing of said spaced 
opposite frame sides, said lips projecting inwardly of the frame sides when 
assembled to form inner walls having slots (116) therethrough overlaying at least 
portions of said retaining channel and reducing openness of said channel into 
said circumscribed area in said portions to said slots (Fig. 9). 
c. Regarding claim 16, a third (74) one piece integrally molded (column 4, 
lines 20-26) rectangular area circumscribing frame member, comprising at its 
perimeter a laterally extending peripheral wall, a first side wall (right side) 
attached to a side (left side) of the first support frame and forms therewith a 
second support frame circumscribing a second area therewithin, in which the 
third frame member (left 74 of Fig. 9) forms one side of the support frame and the 
frame member to which the third frame member is attached (20) forms the other 
side of the second support frame (Fig. 9). 
7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Leonelli (US 
Patent 5,577,355). Regarding claim 20, Leonelli discloses first (7a) and second (7b) 
one piece integrally molded area circumscribing frame members (column 4, lines 7-10) 
that fit against one another to form a support frame circumscribing an area therewithin 
an defining an article retaining channel (Fig. 3) between the first and second frame 
members, said channel opening into said area circumscribed by said support frame and 
extending therearound, said frame member having laterally projecting peripheral walls 
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(25a, 25b) extending around their outer perimeters (Fig. 3) which abut when said frame 
members are fitted together (Fig. 4,6), said frame members further having laterally 
projecting lips (13a,13b) which, upon said members being fitted together, face each 
other with a space therebetween to form slotted walls overlaying at least portions of said 
retaining channel, reducing openness of said channel into said circumscribed area in 
said slotted wall portions to said space between said lips (Fig. 5,6). 
8. Claims 23-24 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Guhl et al. 
(US Patent 6,055,783). 

a. Regarding claim 23, Guhl et al. discloses first (200) and second (177) one 
piece integrally molded (column 4, lines 4-5) area circumscribing frame members 
that fit against one another at their outer perimeters to form a first support frame 
(bottom of Fig. 12) circumscribing an area therewithin and defining a first article 
retaining channel (between 177 and 200), said first retaining channel opening 
into said area circumscribed by said first support frame and extending 
therearound, said first and second frame members capable of forming on 
assembly a face to face spaced opposite sides of a window frame (Fig. 1 1 ), at 
least one of said frame members (177,200) having at the outer perimeter thereof 
a laterally projecting wall (left wall of 1 77, right wall of 200) which spaces 
opposite sides from one another and defines said first retaining channel as a 
window unit retaining channel (Fig. 12), in combination with a third one piece 
molded area circumscribing rectangular frame member (175) capable of 
assembly with one of the first and second frame members (Fig. 12) to form an 
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adjoining second support frame having a second window retaining channel (Fig. 
12), wherein the first and second support frame are capable of receiving a 
slidable window sash. 

b. Regarding claim 24, the first and second frame members have at least 
over a portion of their inner perimeter integral inwardly projecting lips (204 on 
200, right wall of 177) having a width less than half the spacing between said 
spaced opposite sides of said window frame, forming a slotted inner wall 
overlaying at least a portion of said first retaining channel (Fig. 12). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Contac Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth A. Plummer whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2246. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30- 
5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JEANETTE CHAPMAN/ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3635 
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